






McCarthy and Carmen Bull were with me and whilst I talked with some of the prisoners, others were 
able to get messages to Carmen for their families and information about their imprisonment. We 
assured them we would take back all this information with the hope of assisting in their release.

The prisoners seemed very pleased to see us and our visit at the very least had helped to build their 
morale. In common with many we met, they felt the world authorities had failed them. They were 
particularly critical of the role of the United States who they blamed for the coup.  I met some of those 
we had spoken to in Sydney later and received their personal thanks to the delegation members and 
the Unions for our endeavours and their final release.

At the conclusion of the interviews we were ushered back to the officer in charge who then invited 
us to lunch. I declined his invitation. For us to be seen to be collaborating with the armed forces or 
officers of the Junta would undermine the international standing of the Delegation. He was greatly 
offended by this but managed to wish us well in our investigations as we left to visit the copper 

mine. At the mine site, they had made available to us a large building with a central courtyard, four 
bedrooms and meeting rooms. Elaborate in the Chilean style. We were at altitude and some of the 
Delegation were having trouble moving around.  We toured the mine the next day by bus but were 
unable to speak to any of the people working around the job.  The mine was run by the military but 
their presence was not immediately apparent. I decided we would go into town and try to talk with 
people in the streets. We received a warm welcome from those we talked to. They were not willing to 
say too much about the military and insisted they were all right. The shopkeepers had not been greatly 
affected by the military coup and whilst the mine was not operating at full capacity, things were fairly 
normal. We were later told that the copper miners union had not opposed the coup and they continued 
to benefit from the better living conditions they had enjoyed under the Allende regime.

We went down to the mine office later that evening. There were two military officers, engineers 
who were in charge of plant operations. Although surprised to see us they happily talked about the 
problems of getting the mine functioning again and complained about the lack of work being done by 
the mine staff.

We went to the foothills of the Andes to talk to some people on the mountainside. They made us 
welcome in their small rock homes and showed us the items they made from lama fleece to be sold in 
the towns and cities. They complained of how the soldiers took their goods.

When we returned to Santiago we had been moved to another hotel. We returned to our old one to 
pick up some clothes and laundry. The cleaning lady on our floor said we had been lucky. A young 
American attending an international banking conference had taken our old room. He was a large man, 



like Henry McCarthy and had been exercising in front of the window. He was shot through the head 
from the street. Was the shot meant for one of us?

The delegation had been in Chile 10 days when we met with officers of the Chilean metalworkers 
Union who were still allowed to operate. They said that knowledge of the delegation was now wide 
spread throughout Chile. The sporadic gunfire we heard when we first arrived had stopped and people 
appeared to be moving around more freely. We were told later that following our arrival, the authorities 
had given instructions for indiscriminate shooting to stop.

We had to use subterfuge on occasions. While Henry and Carmen were waiting to meet with 
representatives of the underground coal miners, a police wagon started circulating the park. Henry 
grabbed Carmen and they pretended to be lovers.

We had now completed all that could be done and set about preparing a statement for Commandant 
Figueroa as he had requested. It was brief, a number of headings critical of what we had seen. We 
handed this to him just prior to our departure form the airport and reserved a fuller telling for our 
return to Australia.

On our last day a young man handed me a tape which he asked me to give to someone who would 
approach me when we got back to Sydney.  I was apprehensive, was this a set up to discredit the 
delegation? I didn’t tell the other members, hid the tape in my baggage and hoped for the best. It 
turned out to be a speech by a representative of the left forces which provided a morale boost to many 
of those who had settled in Australia and wanted news from home.

We were very tired when we arrived back in Sydney and unable to give a good account to the 
assembled journalists other than we were convinced of the ill treatment meted out to the Chilean 
people and that the suppression of rights was rampant.

Over the next months, the delegates participated in organized 
meetings across Australia which reached thousands of people. 
This generated some media publicity. We produced a newspaper 
in seven languages; this was distributed internationally. We 
passed on our information to the Australian Labour government 
and they subsequently refused LAN Chile landing rights in 
Australia. The New Zealand government followed suit.

I produced a report with photographic evidence of the 
suppression of the trade union movement and community 
groups which I used when I went to Geneva to attend the 
International Labour Office investigation in to the suppression of 
workers rights in Chile.

The ILO inquiry led to the expulsion of Chile from the 
organization in 1974 . Much later I found out that the delegation 
was greatly complimented by the ILO for our action in pursuing 
the issue even against opposition from some of our own officials.

I recently attended a commemoration of the 11th of September 
1973 coup organized by the Australian Chilean community 
in Sydney and had the honour of addressing them on our 

experience. Many in the audience had suffered at the hands of the Pinochet regime; there were others 
who remembered the delegation including some who had been in Chacabuko prison at the time.

While the delegation did not solve the problem of the Chilean people, it was the first international 
action which received publicity and exposed the Pinochet government. This resulted in worldwide 
condemnation of the regime and Chile’s expulsion from the International Labour Organisation.


