




executive were a little annoyed, as was the other city organiser, we were very pleased to have him up 
there. He would come over to visit us and we’d have lots of argument, discussions etc. He certainly 
brightened things up.

So things went on in a fairly regular way. By now we also had walky talkies. This was useful in giving 
directions to our suppliers. They also caused me to make a fool of myself, for which I’m still reminded. 
We’d just had the usual fun with the cops and my unit was still stitched on, when I heard someone 
say that the helicopters were coming. I nearly shat myself. Was this training for the SAS. I sang out to 
the other crane. We decided that we would make it difficult. The crane drivers raised the jibs and we 
started to go round and round. This would make it hard to land. Then we saw them. We waited.

They flew straight overhead and on to Garden Island. What a relief. What an idiot.

After 4 days, it was my turn to come down. Maybe it was because of the helicopters. I wasn’t game to 
ask. Anyway I’d had a great time and it was time to return to the mastic and my relationship.

The sit in lasted 19 days. As well there were sit ins at the Prouds job next to the Hilton Hotel and a Kell 
& Rigby job at Rose Bay.

Except for a couple of days off the crane having a much needed shower, the Organiser stayed up there 
‘til the end. One of the cranes broke down and Hal Alexander went up to have a look.

Then on the 17th day, while the occupiers were asleep, one of the cranes caught fire. No one knows 
how it happened. Some of the people on that crane then moved to the other one. Two days later the 
cops came up onto the concrete slab. You’d better come down the cops said. There’s a milk crate full of 
Molotov cocktails on the deck and we can’t guarantee your safety.

So they came down. It had been a marvellous effort. We held out for another four months but with the 
weight of the Master Builders behind Gallagher, we were in a no win situation. Every new job started 
up with his Federal Tickets and that was it.

The final crane occupiers including the crane driver Bobby Chandler were all charged with trespass. The 
magistrate dropped charges on the Organiser, because he could have fought it on the right of entry.


